Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.125; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.3.
The crystal structure of the title compound, C 10 H 9 Cl 2 NO 3 , consists of dimers due to intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding forming an R 2 2 (8) ring through the carboxyl groups. These dimers are linked to each other by intermolecular hydrogen bonds between the amine group and the adjacent carbonyl O atom. A single C-ClÁ Á Á interaction is also observed between the chloro-substituted aromatic rings.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Nath et al. (2001) ; Wardell et al. (2006) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
Carboxylic acids catch the interest of people due to wide use of their metal complexes in biological and industrial field. On the other hand amino acids are one of the best sources to formulate the structure-activity correlation of metal derivatives as a biologically active agent (Nath et al., 2001) and widen the scope of investigation on the coordination behavior of the ligand in biological system. The title compound (I) has been prepared for complexation with different metals.
The structure of 3-(3-Nitrophenylaminocarbonyl)-propionic acid (Wardell et al., 2006) has been published. The title compound have replacement of 3-nitro with Cl and also an additional Cl-atom at 5-position of benzene ring. Therefore, the bond distances and packing of (I) is being compared with the mentioned reported structure. In (I) the C==O bond distances for carboxylate and carbonyl group have values of (C1==O2: 1.219 (3) Figures Fig. 1 . ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) drawing of the title compound, C 10 H 9 Cl 2 NO 3 with the atom numbering scheme. The thermal ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. H-atoms are shown by small circles of arbitrary radii. Fig. 2 . The unit cell packing of (I) (Spek, 2003) , showing the dimeric nature and the linkage of dimers. 
